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This is the official publication of the Triangle Shetland Sheepdog Club of NC, and is published at least quarterly in the interests of the club members.  Articles of interest to sheltie owners will be accepted for publication; views expressed in the articles are not necessarily those of the club members or the club itself.

Membership information: Annual dues for an individual are $10.00, and $15.00 for family membership. Dues are payable to the Membership Chairman when submitting an application or in December for the following year.

Meetings: Meetings are held on the second Thursday at 7:00 PM, usually in the homes of members.  Meeting locations, dates, and directions are published in the newsletter for your convenience.
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Advertising is accepted for the publication, at a rate of $5.00 per page.  Ads can be sent to the Editor with the appropriate fees.

Upcoming Meetings:

ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC – Watch for information

Thursday, September 14

Meeting at home of Rita Barr

Meeting Minutes:

May 8, 2003

The President called the meeting to order at 8:20 p.m.

Treasurer’s Report – The Club had a beginning balance of $5,046.78 and an ending balance after expenses of $4,448.12. 

Membership Chairman’s Report – Nick Joines and Joel McCarty were unanimously voted into membership.  

Old Business:

2004 Judge Nominations:  Nominations were due to Krys Messer last month.  To date she has received none.  She has extended the deadline for one week beyond this meeting.  If no nominations are received, the list she has compiled will be circulated.

2003 Specialty:  Wilcox photography needs a $50 retainer.  Our application has been submitted.  Moreen Jacobson has agreed to be our Show Secretary.  Need a Chief Ring Steward and stewards for Conformation.  Need to review the Premium List from last year and update as needed.  Chris suggested using cards to hand winners rather than taking trophies to the ring.  Frank moved to offer ASSA medallions (about $35) for winners in addition to regular trophies.  Amy seconded.  A vote was taken after discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  Orders must be placed with ASSA for 4 medallions. 

Oishi Seminar:  We have 31 definite attendees.  Sheltie Rescue will cater, $465 budgeted for lunches for both days.  Building will open at 7:30 a.m. with check in between 8:30 a.m. and 9:15 a.m.  Seminar will begin at 9:30 a.m.  The seminar may run late into the evening so may have to do a KFC or pizza supper.  Building maintenance will clean up (approx. $80).  Kristy is donating a case of water for the seminar.  Frank is bringing soda, napkins and cups.  

Krys has been in contact with Cherry Knoll with inventory of grooming supplies to offer for sale at seminar.  Remainder is to be sent back.  We will get 10% off all our sales.  If we choose to keep remainder, we can sell them over time and pay as we go.

Puppy Party:  To be held on June 7.  Frank will supply drinks.  Kristy will donate case of water.

New Business:

There was no business.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Members present:

Lynn Michael, Chris Parkhurst, Amy Butcher, Frank Fletcher, Krys Messer, Kristy Pedersen, Bob Jordan and Chuck Dasnoit.

Announcements:

The Oishi seminar was a success!!!!  Special thanks to Amy for designing and printing the certificates for the match, Linda for pulling the match together and Sandy Hawkins & her other helpers for adding up the scores, Lynn for her help with the building, getting the CK sales together for me, and tear down, Shauna for arranging our catering, TSR for the delicious and abundant food, the rest of the set-up & clean-up crews, Barbara Thompson and our other two judges, Terry Jennings and Linda More.

And a very big thank you to Krys for taking care of all the details—big and small—to get this seminar up and running!


Members News:  

Please keep Barbara Nelson in your thoughts and prayers as she continues to recover from her recent back surgery.

Please also keep Chris Parkhurst and her family in your thoughts and prayers.  Chris is back in the hospital in Washington State and sadly she will not be returning to North Carolina.  If you’d like to send her a note, here’s the address:  Chris Parkhurst, c/o Robin Ekloff, 18916 SR 9 SE #A, Snohomish, WA 98296

IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT

2004 Officers

We will be taking nominations at the September meeting for new officers.  If you’d like to nominate someone, but won’t be able to make the meeting, please drop a note to a member of the Board (names on first page) or me and I’ll forward it on.

Judges for 2004 Specialty

The following Judges have been nominated this year (or in the previous 2 years). If you have any questions about the judges listed, now is the time to do your homework! We will discuss the judge nominations at the picnic, then balloting will be done by email.

Judge Nominations for 2004

· Cheryl Anderson: Cherden, Scappoose OR

· Frankie Carothers: Sundial, Las Vegas NV

· Sharlene Defee-Rubenstein: Shu La Lee, New Orleans LA

· Glenda Henson: Glennary, Longemont, CO. Future assignments: Helena, MN 9/2003
· Jane Howard: Citation, Chicago, Il

· Judy Kelsey: Dury Voe, Ontario, CAN

· Sulie Greendale-Paveza, Sonata, Marengo, Il Future assignments: Logensport, Il Aug 2003, Stone City, Il Oct 2003.

· Lynette Salzman: Catamount, Westport, Ct. Future assignments Racine, WI Aug 2003
· Barbara Wright, Boerne, Tx. Future assignments Three Rivers SSC, Oct 2003
· Marjorie Tuff:  Freehold, NJ. Future assignments: NJ, PA, FL

· Pepper Power: Windhover. Cheyenne, WY

· James Noe: Collies. Knoxville, TN. Future assignments: MA, IA, AR, CA

· Carol Chapman: Hanover Collies. Knoxville, TN

· Linda More: Severn. Cary, NC

· Joe Molloy, Powhattan, VA Future assignments: Greater Birmingham SSC Nov 2003


Sweepstakes: (we need additional nominations!!!!)

· Holly Hatcher

Referrals:


Things are quiet at the moment with only a few inquiries trickling in, but I am sure that will change soon. I'd like to ask that if you have puppies available, litters due soon, or adults looking for homes...please send an email to Krys at sheltieinfo@tsscofnc.com (or kmesser@echowyn.com) with a brief note to let her know the basics like age, color, sex. This is a great help in keeping the info current and available to pass on to callers or email inquiries. Thanks!

A message from the Web Mistress . . . 

It has been suggested we offer a page on our website to list shelties that our club members need to place in homes. This could be litters, older puppies or young adults that didn't turn out, retired adults, etc.  Our very own Classified section... ? Anything you would like listed should be emailed to me (amybutcher@bio.unc.edu). Dates of birth rather than age please, is the only request I have since a 12-week old puppy will only be 12 weeks old for a week...  I also wish to remind everyone to think about adding a "Spotlight" to our members pages. Only a few are up so far - go visit them to see what is there, then create your own, or contact me (that would be Amy) about having one created for you. http://www.tsscofnc.com/spotlight.htm 

Lastly, if there is any news (upcoming events maybe) or information anyone would like to share on the website, please just drop me an email with details.

Brags (congratulations to one and all—welcome back Amy):

From Echowyn: I’m a bit behind, but here goes… 

· Megan (Echowyn Color Bi Moonlight), our pretty biblack Armani-Eden daughter was awarded a major reserve in Mississippi. 

· Her sister Emma (Echowyn Color Me Softly) picked up 2 points at the Pinehurst show. 

· And, Casper (Echowyn Not A Moment Goes Bi) the rather flashy Levi-Brooke son, picked up a point in Asheville. 

· Brooke is nursing a litter of 3 by the double merle Boomer son, Shadow Hill’s Polaris.

From Wistwin (lots of brags!):  

· On Saturday July 5, Dancing Pied Piper (owned by Shelly Threlkeld of Virginia) earned his MACH 2 at the competition in Sanford, NC. Piper is by Ch. Macdega Asterisk ROM and out of Wistwin Iridescent. I was there to cheer him on and it was thrilling! I got the whole thing on video including the Victory Lap! This is Shelly's first agility dog. What a way to start!  They will be working on MACH 3 now, since they both love competing so much. 


· AKC ANNOUNCES THE 2003 USA WORLD AGILITY TEAM 
Wistwin Winter At the Beach ("Sydney") and her owner Barbara Bicksler have been selected for the AKC/USA World Agility Championship Team. They will represent the AKC at the FCI Agility Championships in Lievin, France on Sept. 26,27,28, 2003.  I am so thrilled!!!! Of the 13 dogs selected, 8 were Shelties! 

From Coastal:

· We have a gorgeous litter of six by our Jade Mist Coastal Cowboy, out of Legends Coastal Mermaid (whelped June 19th). 

· 2003 ASSA National results: 

Jade Mist Coastal Cowboy 1st Novice Dog 

Jade Mist Coastal Country Girl 3rd Am-Bred Bitch 

Coastal Beach Bunny, a Ch. Jade Mist Coastal Cruiser daughter 4th Novice Bitch (her first show) 

From Bob Jordan:  My Bunny--Dwalin Spring Fling--has completed several agility titles this spring. She finished her AKC Open Standard and Novice Jumpers titles at the Danville KC trial in March, her Open Jumpers title at the Lynchburg, Va trial in April, and her Excellent Standard title in Winston-Salem on May 3. She had 12 qualifying runs out of 16 and 8 1st places. We'll be getting back into the trials soon and working toward her Excellent Jumpers title.    Bob and Bunny (Dwalin Spring Fling, AX, OAJ)

Bunny finished her AKC Excellent Standard title on May 3rd in Winston Salem with a clean run and a first place.  
From Barwood:  

· Pinehurst—Barwood Jana Montana Best of Breed from the puppy class for 2 pts.

· Asheville—WB and BOS on Sat and WB and BOS on Sunday....Both Majors For 
Barwoods Firebird...brings her to 11 pts with 3 mjrs

· To Finish at Pinehurst...Barwoods Ruffles N Lace bred by me and owned by Liz 
Boyd-Oliver

· Ch Barwoods Firelights finished this Spring and Barwoods Afterglow " Crissy" 
has 10 pts with both majors.

From Jubilee:

· Worth repeating--Barwoods Ruffles N Lace bred by Barbara Thompson and owned by Liz Boyd-Oliver now sports Champion in front of her name. 

· Maggie's daughter, my first homebred, Jubilee Fire N Brimstone, "Sara" went to Biloxi, MS with Nick & Joel this past weekend and picked up a 3 pt major on Thursday and then a 4 pt major on Sunday. YAHOO.  Special "THANK YOU" to Nick & Joel.  It was Sara's first weekend out showing!!!

From Ailea’s Place (welcome back!):

· I am very pleased to announce the addition of a pet sable sheltie boy to our fold. This little guy comes to us from Kristy Pedersen, Emerald Valley (her "Emmie" bred to CH Ashbury Timberline), in lieu of a previously bred co-owned litter that didn't turn out. He is just as cute as he can be, will be (hopefully) my husband's fishing buddy, and we are calling him "Sam" (as in Sam I Am).


· Also, in a very few short weeks (August 2) I will be driving to meet Wanda Hathcock, Merriego Shelties, to pick up my new show prospect puppy from another co-owned litter bred earlier this year. A tri-color dog by CH Kirene's Southern Comfort (an "Eli" grandson) and by the lovely, co-owned Ailea Cowgirl's Prayer (an "Eli" granddaughter), I'm hoping this little guy remains everything he has been through early puppyhood.

Am very excited about the injection of new life at Ailea. Some are curious and wondering about my allergies and other physical challenges. I am happy to report my allergy shots, now going for over a year, are beginning to offer serious relief, and so long as the numbers are few and the air around me adequately cleaned (ultra allergen air filters on the furnace/AC), I'm doing pretty darned good and am quite pleased. My otherwise health continues to improve as I lose more weight and engage in frequent, serious exercise.

Hopefully this means I'm on a solid turn-around with my health. Though I
doubt to ever go back to seriously breeding shelties again, I will always
remain the best sheltie advocate ever, and will have my fun with the new
babies and all the hopes and dreams they represent!

From Seasong:

· Well, if having a new litter of seven is a brag, I guess you take them as you can get them. Five girls and two boys are all strong and healthy. As was "Dittos", these pups were sired by "Rookie". The dam is a daughter of Dianne Hawes Champion "Ellie". 

It has indeed been a busy spring and summer....


The article below is included courtesy of Dianne Hawes—thanks Dianne!

***If you would prefer to receive these newsletters via e-mail, please send me your e-mail address.  Also, if anyone changes their current e-mail address, please send the new one to me so you can continue to receive these electronically.

Contact information for Triangle Sheltie Rescue:

Intake Coordinator - Mike Tickle (919) 601-1258 

Adoption Coordinator - Sherri Main (919) 413-0724

web site - www.triangleshelties.com
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MOVEMENT AND STRUCTURE—PART II

Jan Leonard
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Figure I 

Shoulder angulation, well-bent stifles, short back, no neck, out at the elbows, single tracking, paddling, pounding, padding, etc! Do these terms sound familiar.  They should if you are a student of the breed. These are a sampling of some of the basic terminology used when discussing a dog's structure and movement. However, too many people throw these terms around like water, copying some discussion they have heard or some brief lesson they had around someone's grooming table. 

In a dog who is well constructed, the bone structure fits together in a carefully balanced manner. Each bone's relationship and position to the bones adjoining it affects its usefulness in allowing the dog maximum efficiency in its motion. Efficient motion allows the dog to do its particular job with the least amount of stress and to continue its job as long as it is needed. Poor or less than satisfactory movement is a signal that the structure of the dog is lacking in one or more areas, thereby making it the least desirable dog for the job. . . any job! 

Agree with the argument that any mutt can be sound  physically and it is breed type that makes a Sheltie a Sheltie. Type is important; but, I feel we must strive for both. . . Type and Soundness. Who can guarantee that generation after generation of mutts bred in the street will be physically and/ or mentally sound? However, the purebred dog breeders must strive to guarantee that the dogs they purposely bred together will ensure generations of sound dogs true to their breed type. Anyone who neglects one for the other is cheating the breed and themselves. I am not going to discuss type so I hope no- one is so narrow minded as to think I don't care about type. It is just not the topic at the moment. 

Terminology is the foundation on which we must build any valuable discussion. If you have a clear under- standing of what is meant when it is said, "the dog lacks drive in the rear due to his sickle hocks", then you have functional understanding of these terms. In organizing my thoughts for these articles I began reviewing some of the books I have that talk about structure and movement and what they say in their discussion on the subject. It is amazing how they differ in some points. For example 

in comparing Dog Steps and Sheltie Talk on their diagrams of the foot patterns in the trot, one has the feet converging ~ the line representing the center line of gravity. The other has the paw prints converging toward the center line of gravity and just touching it. However, if you pick up a third reference, in this case, the breed standard as published in the ~SSA Handbook III, it says, "viewed from the front, both forelegs and hind legs should forward almost perpendicular to the ground at a walk, slanting a little inward at a slow trot, until at a swift trot the feet are brought so far inward toward the center line of the body that the tracks left show two parallel lines of footprints actually touching a center line at their inner edges." 

O.K. so who is right? One book written for all breeds, one for just Shelties and the third by our National Club: I use this example to impress upon you the importance of using multiple sources for your information. In all aspects of your canine education, keep probing and questioning many breeders, judges, books, magazines, programs, seminars etc. until you are ready to compile this information into an honest opinion or decision. 

I do not represent myself as the best artist or draftsman, but I have attempted to draw some figures to point out some important parts of the dog and some important concepts of movement. These are terms and concepts of structure and movement that you MUST be familiar with before you can attempt to evaluate a dog and his "way of going". 

Figure I represents the most elementary parts of the body. It is important to remember that not only do these bones have to be positioned correctly and be the correct. size and length in relation to each other, but the muscles, ligaments and tendons must be correct and in top condition for the dog to move properly. An incorrect dog in excellent condition may very well appear to move better than a correct dog in very soft condition. It is also true that a dog with a structural fault, that is exhibited in his movement, can be road-worked or machine-worked until his ears falloff, but it wont correct the fault even if it does help him move a little better. We should all educate ourselves to recognize overall good-balanced dogs and the correctness of the Sheltie as set forth by our breed standard. We should practice with the dog(s) that we are presently working with so they will be presented in their best form. However, when we reach the summit of deciding who to breed to whom or whether to breed this dog at all, we must honestly evaluate his or her at- tributes as to whether he or she will enhance and upgrade our breeding program or cause us to stagnate or backslide. 
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Figure II is an attempt to help you visualize the dog's front and rear bone structure at a trot. Notice how the rear angulation and the dog's ability to drive properly starts with the angle of the pelvis, how the thigh and stifle area relate to this and the length of each bone determines his efficiency in propelling the body forward. 

Continued 
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Figure III shows a dog who is equally straight in front and rear. He will move in a balanced way. He will often move true when viewed from the front and rear, but from the side he will appear to not cover a lot of ground per stride. At the same speed as the dog in Figure II he will have to take more steps to get to the same place and will tend to bounce along. 

One of the biggest faults in movement in our breed to- day is the decent or adequate rear movement and structure on a dog with a poor front. The poor front is usually caused by a straight shoulder and/or a short upper arm. When you see a dog moving poorly or inadequately in the ring, at a class or even in your best friend's yard, try to get your hands on the dog at some convenient moment and 'figure out what seems to be the deviation from the ideal dog that you have seen firsthand and in all those books and magazines you have been studying. When you have seen 100 dogs weave their way toward you and you have been able to get your hands on 40 or 50 of them and you have found most of them lacking in shoulder angulation and! or length of upper arm, you can start to make you own decisions. Who cares what his or her show record is or how many champions someone has been able to finish from the line? Before you invest in a stud fee or a puppy let your own hands and eyes guide you.   







